
be asking about Lakeshore St. 
Andrewõs. They declined the in-
vitation. While sad that they 
could not see value in this, we 
moved ahead in prayer with 
those who did have an interest. It 
was a good beginning place and 
not a destination that we were 
headed toward. On Friday March 
07 at 1:30 PM we gathered for 
the World Day of Prayer, at St. 
Gregory the Great. This too was a 
great step on what I hope will be 
a continuing journey of getting 
to know our sisters and brothers 
better. We will have to be patient 
but I am certain that if we work 
at it, we can become better at 

living our sense of ministry with 
all those who follow the Great 
Nazarene who brings great hope 
and promise to us all, Jesus the 
Christ!  
   

There is a great little Yoruba 
Proverb from Nigeria that goes 
like this:  
The snail has no hands,  
The snail has no feet,  
Gently the snail climbs the tree.  
Gently now we climb the tree of 
Christian Ecumenism. Letõs pray 
that we can all work to better 
know each other and better look 
after each other and let us never 
forget that ôwe belong to each 
other.õ 

We Belong to Each other  

The Right Rev. John Shelby 
Spong wrote or said that ôAll 
religion seems to need to prove 
that it's the only truth. And that's 
where it turns demonic. Because 
that's when you get religious 
wars and persecutions and 
burning heretics at the stake.õ 
There is a lot of truth in that!  
 Yesterday we had opportunity 
to meet for lunch with our 
brothers and sisters from other 
denominations in this area of 

Tecumseh and east Windsor. 
The event was organized by 
Jerry Marcotte, the Grand 
Knight at the Tecumseh Knights 
of Columbus. It was a good be-
ginning to what I hope will be a 
long relationship. Mother Teresa 
said, òIf we have no peace, it is 
because we have forgotten that 
we belong to each other.ó In 
getting to know our sisters and 
brothers from the other 
churches in the area we are 
making important progress in 
understanding that we do 
ôbelong to each other.õ I think it 

becomes difficult to 
be at peace or be in 
a place of respect 

with the other when we ig-
nore each other. Now I mean 
that in no pejorative sense at 
all. I am simply stating the 
painfully obvious. Our re-
spective Christian communi-
ties chug along week to week 
and we allow ourselves, in 
our busyness, to pay little to 
no regard to what is happen-
ing with our Christian sib-
lings. Like any family, if there 
is no effort to keep in touch 
and work through the inter-
personal dynamics of being a 

family, we lose sight of the 
fact that we belong to each 
other. God has, in fact, given 
us each other that together 
we might flourish the gospel 
of love, justice and redemp-
tion for all persons.  I was 
pleased to have met Christian 
leaders from Tecumseh 
United, Calvary Community 
Church, and St. Anneõs, Ban-
well Community Church, St. 
Gregory the Great, Eastwood 
Salvation Army Citadel, 
Atonement Parish, and of 
course I represented St. 
Markõs by-the-Lake. You may 

A Lenten Day of Ecumenism 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Wardensõ Report 2 

Lenten  

Justice Series 

3 

From the  

Rectorõs Pen 

4 

John McGivney is 

Honoured  

5 

Holy week and 

Easter Schedule  

8 

NEWS FOR 

YOUTH  

11 

Hockey Jersey 

Sunday April 6  

12 

Catch The Spirit News 
L E N T  2 0 0 8  S T .  M A R K õ S  B Y- T H E - L A K E  

S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :  

A Marvelous Lenten 

Justice series is un-

der way.  

Help the counters if 

you can 

The Sparkes Family 

offer their thank you  

PLEASE 

FIND AND 

RETURN A 

SURVEY    

INSIDE FOR 

OUR PARISH 

DATA BANK  

A Handsome Bunch 
BACK ROW: L-R The Revôds Gary Goyeau & Daniel Bombardier (Barely Visible) both of St. Gregory the Great, 
The Revôd Mike Graham of Atonement Parish, The Revôd. Dr. Alex Moir of Banwell Community Church, Mr. Reg 
Whitwill of Tecumseh United, Padre Catherinanne George of HMCS Hunter, The Revôd Kevin George (Partly 
Visible) of St. Markôs by-the-Lake  FRONT ROW L-R: The Revôd Al Williams of St Gregôs, The Revôd Robert 
Couture of St. Anneôs, The Rev Sharon Willis-Whitwill of Tecumseh United, Pastor Connie Hale of Calvary 
Community Church, Captains Erica and Stephen White of the Salvation Armyôs Eastwood Citadel &  
The Revôd Bob Remark of Atonement Parish  
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But all who 

came to you in 

repentance,  

you counted in 

the band of 

your friends  

Icon of An  

St. John Chrysostom  

Wardensõ Report 

A Lenten Prayer 
I am not Worthy  
I am not worthy, Master and Lord,  
that you should come  
beneath the roof of my soul;  
Yet, since you in your love for all people  
wish to dwell within me,  
in boldness I come before you.  
You command ñOpen the gates!ò 
Gates you alone have forged;  
And you will come in  
with love toward all, as is your nature.  
You will come in and enlighten my dark reasoning.  
I believe you will do this,  
for you did not send away  
the harlot who came to you with tears,  
nor cast out the repenting publican,  
nor reject the thief  
who acknowledged your kingdom.  
You did not forsake the repentant persecutor,  
the apostle Paul, even as he was.  
But all who came to you in repentance,  
you counted in the band of your friends;  
You, who alone lives in glory forever,  
now and unto the endless ages.   

ñ St. John Chrysostom (347-407)  

Justice series.  The list of speak-

ers has again been excellent and 

participation has been improv-

ing week by week. 

 

We have just been through our 

annual Vestry meeting, and 

were pleased with the very good 

turnout for that.  There was 

good discussion regarding the 

Raising the Roof initiative, and 

a motion regarding the scope of 

the project.  The Parish Leader-

ship Team put forward a motion 

As we journey through Lent 

the Wardens want to acknowl-

edge the work that is being 

done by our Outreach for Jus-

tice Team.  This group is com-

prised of a wonderful collec-

tion of people who care deeply 

about respect and dignity for 

all, and believe that it is our 

responsibility as a Christian 

Community to celebrate good 

works and good people.  We 

thank them very much for co-

ordinating the second Lenten 

which would see the addition 

to accommodate the growth 

needs of the Parish scaled back 

somewhat.  We had embarked 

on a One Million dollar cam-

paign which sought $400,000 

in the form of a grant from the 

Diocese of Huron. While the 

Diocese was very supportive 

of our plan and the growth we 

are experiencing, they ap-

proved a grant of $250,000 

which left us a bit short of our 

target.  While we will continue 

òIt is our responsibility as a 

Christian Community to 

celebrate good works and 

good people.ó 

C A T C H  T H E  S P I R I T  N E W S  
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to appeal to our own parishioners 

for their own personal commit-

ment to the project, we felt that it 

was better to scale back some of 

the office space in order to move 

the work forward this year.  We 

will continue to work with the 

bank, and with the Diocese to get 

approval to begin work, and antici-

pate having a shovel in the ground 

this summer. 

 

We also wish to acknowledge the 

work being done by our Director 

of Youth and Children's Ministry, 

Jane Cornett.  On a recent Satur-

day Jane held a youth symposium 

which was attended by about 18 

people who indicated an interest in 

learning more about how they can 

assist this valuable ministry.  We 

continue to see great growth in 

terms of number of Youth and 

Children, and while we have ad-

dressed the space concerns in the 

plans for the addition, we require a 

large number of people to ensure 

that the programs are properly 

staffed.  If you were unable to at-

tend the meeting or would like to 

learn more about how you can 

help, please contact Jane either 

through the Church office, or on 

Sunday Morning.  Our young peo-

ple are an integral part of our com-

munity, and we all share in the 

responsibility to attend to pro-

gramming directed to them. 

 

We also wish to thank you all 

for the generous way in which 

you respond to requests for 

assistance, whether it be the 

way you showed your support 

for the Sparkes family as they 

mourned the loss of a 6 year 

old daughter and great-niece 

of Kevin and Catherinanne, or 

the free will offering which 

was given in support of Dean 

Terry Dances charities in 

South Africa.  This truly is a 

remarkable place to be. 

 

 

Scott Shields 

For the Wardens 

of students from the University 

of Windsor.  This fascinating 

group took it upon themselves 

to bring hope to a destroyed 

city.  They financed their own 

New Orleans trip in aid of Habi-

tat for Humanity.   By donating 

their spring break time to help 

rebuild, these caring individuals 

brought hope one brick at a 

time!  Each story they told en-

riched and inspired us. 

  Our second speaker 

Wow! This year's 

Lenten Lecture series has been a 

great success so far!  Our speak-

ers have all been deeply com-

mitted people with a great depth 

of knowledge and experience.  

As we journey through Lent we 

are being educated, entertained 

and inspired.  There are some 

wonderful ways by which an 

individual can make a differ-

ence in the world. 

 We started the series 

with Brooke White and a group 

was Mr. Dean Jacobs 

from Walpole Island First 

Nations.  This gentlemen 

brought to us his wealth 

of experience and genu-

ine passion for aboriginal 

people and the environ-

ment.   Every tale he told 

taught us something we 

did not know and inspired 

us to a greater awareness of 

our beautiful surroundings.  

(Continued on Page 10) 

 

LENTEN JUSTICE SERIES 

Dean Jacobs pictured here 

with our rector Kevin George  
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to see great 

growth in 

terms of 

number of 

Youth and 
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To read a thank you  note 

from Gary Annette, Leah 

and Becky Sparkes that was 

published in the local news-

paper in Newfoundland 

please take a look at Page 6. 


